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What are Apprenticeship Pathways? 

An apprenticeship is an Earn-and-Learn program model that combines classroom instruction with paid,  
on-the-job training. Individuals gain paid work experience, related classroom instruction, and an industry -
recognized credential. Apprenticeships differ significantly from internships. Student apprentices do not 

have to pay tuition for their apprenticeship-related courses, are paid from day one, and see wage increases 

as their skills increase. 

Pre-apprenticeship programs prepare individuals for entry into Registered Apprenticeship Programs. They 
offer short-term training, career exploration, and support services to help participants succeed. In most 

cases, pre-apprenticeship programs are not a pre-requisite for an apprenticeship program, but, when 
available, can be a helpful on-ramp to the skills and knowledge needed for an apprenticeship program. 

California Community Colleges: A Gateway to Opportunity 
More than 94 California Community Colleges across the state offer apprenticeship programs, and 66 offer 
at least some college credit through their existing apprenticeship pathways. Apprenticeships are available 
in diverse industry sectors. The table below includes the program sectors and the regions where the 

colleges currently offer them, but new programs could be developed. 

 

Program Sector Region(s) Available 

Advanced Transportation and Logistics 
Bay Area, Central Valley Mother Lode,  

Los Angeles, Orange County 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Central Valley Mother Lode, North/Far North 

Arts, Media, and Design Bay Area, Los Angeles 

Biotechnology and Life Sciences 
Bay Area, Los Angeles, Orange County,  
San Diego/Imperial, South Central Coast 

Business Operations and Services 

Bay Area, Central Valley Mother Lode, Inland 

Empire/Desert, Los Angeles, North/Far North, 
Orange County 

Construction Central Valley Mother Lode 

Education and Social Services 

Bay Area, Central Valley Mother Lode,  

Los Angeles, Orange County, San Diego/Imperial, 

South Central Coast 

Energy and Utilities 
Bay Area, Inland Empire/Desert,  

South Central Coast 

Health Care 

Bay Area, Central Valley Mother Lode, Inland 
Empire/Desert, Los Angeles, North/Far North, 

Orange County, San Diego/Imperial,  

South Central Coast 

Hospitality and Tourism 

Bay Area, Central Valley Mother Lode, Inland 

Empire/Desert, Los Angeles, Orange County,  
South Central Coast 
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Information and Communication Technologies 
Bay Area, Central Valley Mother Lode, Inland 
Empire/Desert, Los Angeles, North/Far North, 
Orange County, San Diego/Imperial 

Manufacturing 
Bay Area, Central Valley Mother Lode, Inland 
Empire/Desert, Los Angeles, North/Far North, 
Orange County 

Marketing and Finance Los Angeles 

Public Service and Safety Inland Empire/Desert 

Retail Bay Area 

Transportation and Logistics Orange County 

 

Student Support Services 

California Community Colleges offer a variety of support services that help students access the resources 
they need to succeed, ranging from basic needs to career education support. In addition to general student 

services, many colleges offer NextUp, a program that provides current and former foster youth with 

support and resources, including books, supplies, transportation, tutoring, food, emergency housing,  
and more. 

BASIC NEEDS AND WELLNESS SUPPORT 
• CalFresh, food pantries, and free groceries 

• Mental health counseling and crisis support 

• Financial coaching 

• Transportation benefits 

Students can find more information about basic needs support services by contacting a Basic Needs 

coordinator at their local college. 

CAREER EDUCATION SUPPORT 
• Career exploration 

• Resume and cover letter support 

• Mock interviews and job search strategies 

• Job placement assistance 

Steps to Apprenticeship 

Many apprenticeships do not follow the traditional academic calendar, so it is important to review the 

specific program information for registration details and timelines. To learn more about apprenticeship 

opportunities near you, contact your local California community college. For more information about 

applying to a California Community College, visit CCCApply, the California Community Colleges  

online application. 

https://icangotocollege.com/financial-aid/foster-youth-support
https://icangotocollege.com/colleges#campuses
https://home.cccapply.org/index.php/us/
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