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Abbreviation Name Description

AJCC America’s Job Center  
of California

Network of local, state, private, and public organizations offering a variety of services that 
connects employers with job openings to qualified job seekers, at no cost.

Apportionment 
Funding

Allocations of state, federal aid, and other funds to the California Community Colleges. 
See SCFF

ATR Apprenticeship Training 
Representative

Individuals authorized to act on behalf of their organization on issues concerning 
Registered Apprenticeship Programs (RAP) and pre-apprenticeship programs.

BLS Bureau of Labor Statistics Principal fact-finding agency in the broad field of labor economics and statistics that 
collects, calculates, analyzes, and publishes data essential to the public, employers, 
researchers, and government organizations.

BSR Business Services 
Representative

Individuals whose role is to improve relationships between a business or organization and 
their clients.

CAC California Apprenticeship 
Council

Issues rules and regulations that establish standards for apprenticeship agreements in 
the building and construction trades, as well as for firefighter occupations, subject to 
certain standards.

CAI California Apprenticeship 
Initiative

Funding opportunity from the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office 
(Chancellor’s Office) for the creation of new and innovative apprenticeship and pre-
apprenticeship opportunities in both priority and emerging sectors.

CalJOBS California’s Job Opening 
Browse System

Complete set of employment tools for job seekers in California. Job seekers and 
employers can access jobs, résumés, education, training, labor market data, etc.

CBA Collective Bargaining 
Agreement

Legal contract between a union representing employees and their employer. Where a 
collective bargaining agreement exists, a RAP will be jointly sponsored unless either party 
to the agreement waives its right to representation in writing.

Chancellor’s Office California Community 
Colleges Chancellor’s Office

Comprises three main offices responsible for driving transformational change 
and  providing administrative, communications and legal support for the California 
Community Colleges system.

CDE California Department  
of Education

California state agency responsible for overseeing public K-12 education in California, 
including funding, testing, and accountability for student achievement.

CPL Credit for Prior Learning College credit awarded for certain college-level skills and knowledge gained outside a 
college classroom.

CTE Career Technical Education A program of study that involves a multi-year sequence of courses, integrating core 
academic knowledge with technical and occupational knowledge to provide students with 
a pathway to postsecondary education and careers.

ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS
This resource introduces common terminology referenced in the 
apprenticeship space. View the program, agency, or term, accompanied 
by its associated abbreviation and  description. When available, website 
links are provided for additional information. For more resources,  
visit growapprenticeshipca.org.

https://edd.ca.gov/en/jobs_and_training/TCLobby/
https://edd.ca.gov/en/jobs_and_training/TCLobby/
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/College-Finance-and-Facilities-Planning/Apportionment-Reports
https://www.bls.gov/
https://www.dir.ca.gov/cac/cac.html
https://www.dir.ca.gov/cac/cac.html
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Workforce-and-Economic-Development/apprenticeship/ca-apprenticeship-initiative
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Workforce-and-Economic-Development/apprenticeship/ca-apprenticeship-initiative
https://www.caljobs.ca.gov/vosnet/default.aspx
https://www.caljobs.ca.gov/vosnet/default.aspx
https://www.cccco.edu/
https://www.cccco.edu/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/
http://growapprenticeshipca.org
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CWA California Workforce 
Association

A non-profit membership organization that develops public policy strategies and local 
capacity to address critical workforce issues. It represents the Workforce Development 
Boards, One-Stop Career Centers, and other critical workforce development partners in 
California.

CWDB California Workforce 
Development Board

California state agency responsible for the oversight and continuous improvement of the 
workforce system in California, which includes: policy development; workforce support 
and innovation; and performance assessment, measurement and reporting.

DAS Division of Apprenticeship 
Standards

California’s State Approving Agency (SAA) within the Department of Industrial Relations 
(DIR) that is responsible for administering California apprenticeship law and enforcing 
apprenticeship standards regarding wages, hours, working conditions, and the specific 
skills required for state certification.

DGS Department of  
General Services

California state agency that serves as the business manager for the state of California.

DIR Department of  
Industrial Relations

California state agency responsible for administering and enforcing laws governing wages, 
hours and breaks, overtime, retaliation, workplace safety and health, apprenticeship 
training programs, medical care and other benefits for injured workers. It provides 
resources and support, conducts research, and coordinates with other agencies.

DOL United States Department  
of Labor

U.S. agency that fosters, promotes, and develops the welfare of the wage earners, job 
seekers, and retirees of the United States; improves working conditions; advances 
opportunities for profitable employment; and assures work-related benefits and rights.

EAP Employer Apprenticeship 
Program

Apprenticeship program sponsored by an employer.

EDD Employment Development 
Department

California state agency that administers Unemployment Insurance, Disability Insurance, 
and Paid Family Leave programs; as well as provides employment service programs, and 
collects the state’s labor market information and employment data. 

ETA United States Employment & 
Training Administration

Division within DOL that administers federal government job training and worker 
dislocation programs and federal grants to states for public employment service programs 
- including apprenticeships and unemployment insurance benefits. These services are 
primarily provided through state and local workforce development systems.

ETP Employment Training Panel California state agency that provides funding to employers to assist in upgrading their 
team’s skill set through training, leading to good-paying, long-term jobs.

ETPL Eligible Training Provider List Provides employment training resources for adults and dislocated workers. 

FoundationCCC Foundation for California 
Community Colleges

The official nonprofit partner to the California Community Colleges that works to reduce 
barriers to opportunity, strengthen communities, and accelerate paths to economic 
and social mobility for all Californians. The Workforce Development Department at 
FoundationCCC manages Grow Apprenticeship California.

FTES Full-Time Equivalent Student Important measure for resource allocation in institutions of higher education. 1 FTES 
is equivalent to 525 contact hours based on clock hour, class hour, passing time/break, 
partial class hour, and multiple class hour. This is equivalent to 1 student, 15 hours/week, 
for 2 semesters of 17.5 weeks or 3 quarters of 11.67 weeks.

Grow Apprenticeship 
California

An initiative of FoundationCCC that supports California’s apprenticeship system through 
a Community of Practice and technical assistance that encourages and supports the 
creation of apprenticeship opportunities in California.

https://calworkforce.org/
https://calworkforce.org/
https://cwdb.ca.gov/
https://cwdb.ca.gov/
https://www.dir.ca.gov/das/das.html
https://www.dir.ca.gov/das/das.html
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/
https://www.dir.ca.gov/
https://www.dir.ca.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/
https://www.dol.gov/
https://edd.ca.gov/en
https://edd.ca.gov/en
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta
https://etp.ca.gov/
https://edd.ca.gov/en/jobs_and_training/Eligible_Training_Provider_List/
https://foundationccc.org/our-work/workforce-development/
https://foundationccc.org/our-work/workforce-development/
https://www.cccco.edu/-/media/CCCCO-Website/College-Finance-and-Facilities/Fiscal-and-Policy-Updates/Attendance-Accounting-for-the-CCCs---May-2020.pdf?la=en&hash=95618DEE7BEB35CA9805A9F8C16DE10BD9DCA1F5
https://growapprenticeshipca.org/
https://growapprenticeshipca.org/
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IACA Interagency Advisory 
Committee on Apprenticeship

The advisory committee provides guidance to the Administrator of Apprenticeship and 
Chief of the DAS on apprenticeship programs, standards, and agreements; as well as 
pre-apprenticeship, certifications, and on-the-job-training (OJT) in non-building trades 
industries.

ITA Individual Training Accounts Established on behalf of eligible individuals through WIOA for training services directly 
linked to in-demand, local occupations, the planning region, or other areas to which the 
participant is willing to locate.

JATC/JAC Joint Apprenticeship 
Training Committee/Joint 
Apprenticeship Committee

A group that administers specific apprenticeship programs in building trades and includes 
equal representation of labor and management.

LEA Local Education Agency Any public education agency authorized to provide Related and Supplemental  
Instruction (RSI) for apprentices.

LMI Labor Market Information Statistical data and reports on a community’s labor force, industries, occupations, 
employment projections, wages and other important economic data.

LMID Labor Market  
Information Division

California’s prime source of high-quality and timely workforce and LMI.

LWDA Local Workforce  
Development Area

Administers Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) services, as designated 
by the Governor. LWDA considerations are determined by geographic location, 
population, and commonality of labor market areas. Each LWDA has its own business-led 
Local Workforce Development Board (LWDB).

MITC Minimum Industry  
Training Criteria

Base standards set by a program in a particular trade.

MOU Memoranda of Understanding Agreement between two or more parties outlined in a formal but non-binding document.

N&I New and Innovative Sectors outside of building trades and firefighter occupations.

O*NET Occupational  
Information Network

Tool for career exploration and job analysis used by job seekers, workforce development, 
HR professionals, students, and researchers.

OA Office of Apprenticeship Registers and oversees RAPs in states without a recognized SAA. Staffed by DOL  
federal employees.

OEWS Occupational Employment 
and Wage Statistics

Program within BLS that produces annual national, state, and local employment and wage 
estimates for more than 800 occupations.

OJT On-the-Job Training Work-based learning that focuses on the skills and knowledge necessary to be proficient 
on the job. Recommended number of OJT hours for RAPs is 2000.

One-Stop One-Stop Career Center Full-service career centers that include information and assistance.

RAP Registered Apprenticeship 
Program

Industry-vetted program that has been approved and validated by DOL or DAS.

Program Sponsor RAP Program Sponsor RAP partner responsible for administration and operation of the program.

RSI Related and Supplemental 
Instruction

Classroom instruction component of an apprenticeship program. Recommended number 
of RSI hours is 144.

https://www.dir.ca.gov/das/iaca/iaca.html
https://www.dir.ca.gov/das/iaca/iaca.html
https://labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/
https://labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/
https://labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/geography/local-workforce-development-areas.html
https://labormarketinfo.edd.ca.gov/geography/local-workforce-development-areas.html
https://www.dir.ca.gov/das/mitc.htm
https://www.dir.ca.gov/das/mitc.htm
https://www.onetonline.org/
https://www.onetonline.org/
https://www.apprenticeship.gov/about-us/apprenticeship-system
https://www.bls.gov/oes/
https://www.bls.gov/oes/
https://www.apprenticeship.gov/help/what-apprenticeship-program-sponsor
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RSI Reimbursement Related and Supplemental 
Instruction Reimbursement 
Program

Program of the Chancellor’s Office that reimburses apprenticeship program LEAs for 
hours of RSI they provide apprentices.

SAA State Apprenticeship Agency Entity that registers and oversees RAPs in their recognized state. DAS is California’s SAA.

SCFF Student Centered  
Funding Formula

California Community Colleges funding allocation based on: a base allocation, which 
largely reflects enrollment; a supplemental allocation based on students receiving College 
Promise Grant, Pell Grant, and covered by AB 540; and student success outcomes.

SIC Standard Industrial 
Classification

Codes that indicate a company’s type of business.

SME Subject Matter Expert An individual with specialized knowledge on a specific topic.

SOC Standard Occupational 
Classification

Federal, statistical standard used by federal agencies to classify workers into occupational 
categories for the purpose of collecting, calculating, or disseminating data. All workers are 
classified into one of 867 detailed occupations according to their occupational definition.

SVP Specific Vocational 
Preparation

The amount of lapsed time required by a typical worker to learn the techniques, acquire 
the information, and develop the facility needed for average performance in a specific job.

UAC Unilateral Apprenticeship 
Committee

A group that administers specific RAPs and includes management or labor 
representatives.

WDB/LWDB Workforce Development 
Board/Local Workforce 
Development Board

Oversee the delivery of workforce services relevant to their local residents and 
businesses, including oversight of the local AJCC.

WEDD Chancellor’s Office Division 
of Workforce and Economic 
Development

Division of the Chancellor’s Office that supports career education and entrepreneurial 
development programs that position colleges to be responsive to employer needs, 
identified through data and LMI.

WIOA Workforce Innovation  
and Opportunity Act

Federal legislation designed to help job seekers access employment, education, training, 
and support services to succeed in the labor market and to match employers with the 
skilled workers they need to compete in the global economy.

Apprenticeship Intermediary An organization or entity that provides services and expertise to support an 
apprenticeship program’s administration, development, expansion, and sustainability. 
Examples include CAN, ECEPTS, LAUNCH.

https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Workforce-and-Economic-Development/apprenticeship/rsi-program
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Workforce-and-Economic-Development/apprenticeship/rsi-program
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Workforce-and-Economic-Development/apprenticeship/rsi-program
https://www.apprenticeship.gov/about-us/apprenticeship-system
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/College-Finance-and-Facilities-Planning/Student-Centered-Funding-Formula
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/College-Finance-and-Facilities-Planning/Student-Centered-Funding-Formula
https://www.sec.gov/search-filings/standard-industrial-classification-sic-code-list
https://www.sec.gov/search-filings/standard-industrial-classification-sic-code-list
https://www.bls.gov/soc/
https://www.bls.gov/soc/
https://www.onetonline.org/help/online/svp
https://www.onetonline.org/help/online/svp
https://cwdb.ca.gov/local_boards/local_workforce_investment_associations/
https://cwdb.ca.gov/local_boards/local_workforce_investment_associations/
https://cwdb.ca.gov/local_boards/local_workforce_investment_associations/
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Workforce-and-Economic-Development
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Workforce-and-Economic-Development
https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Workforce-and-Economic-Development
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/wioa
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/eta/wioa

